








Shizuo Oguro, our protagonist. This declaration, 
made to his family after he quit his job at the 
age of 40, is what set this story in motion. 













orks at a fast foodjoint called “H Burgers" which is starting to employ i 
Suzuko’s favorite singer, aiko, walked in once as a customer (see Extra s 



Although he always found only good things to say about Shizuo s work 
for some reason none of it ever got published (see Bonus Chapter, Vol. 3). 










climbing (see Vol. 3, Chapter 14). 









EKKE, Ay a Unami. Seeing in Shizuo a parallel to her own fathe 
ng in spite of commercial failure, she is very harsh with him at fi 
working with him after her father’s death (see the end of Vol. 4). 


When you’re 
middle-aged, 
95% of 
your life is 
made up 
of failure. 



The End (of the Recap) 
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Goodbye for Today 


0 ) 

Let us stay friends 
Forever and ever 
Dreaming of tomorrow 
On the path of hope 

( 2 ) 

Living free 

Like the birds in the sky 
Goodbye for today 
Until we meet again 

( 3 ) 

Let us cherish 

The joy of believing in each other 
Goodbye for today 
Until we meet again 
Until we meet again 

Chapter *2>: 

Goodbye for Today 















Let It Be Me (32 pages) 

“First, I’ll build a house... and buy a car... ” 
The protagonist (25) buys 
a lottery ticket and fantasizes endlessly 
about what he’ll do with 
the money if he wins... 

End of story. 










Earie Tales (32 pages) 

One day, the protagonist (23) suddenly 
starts hearing a mysterious voice inside his ear. 
Led by this mysterious voice, 
he wanders into a maze... 
and encounters mystery after 
mystery after mystery! 

The story ends without a 
single mystery explained. 




















...mi 

CONTINUE 















...THEN YOU 
SHOULD BE 
ABLE TO 
CREATE MANGA 
THAT CAN 
SPEAK TO 
THE YOUNG 
PEOPLE WHO 
ARE EKKE'S 
READERSHIP. , 


...CAN SERVE AS < 
POWERFUL 
WEAPONS 
IN yOUR WORK. 
if you COULD 
FIND A WAy TO 
DEPLOy THOSE 
WEAPONS , 
EFFECTIVELy... / 


/ I'VE COME 
TO BELIEVE THAT 
THE EXPERIENCE 
AND KNOWLEDGE 
yOU'VE GATHERED 
OVER THE COURSE 
OF yOUR LIFE, 

V OGURO-SAN... I 


CHANGED 
My OWN WAy 
OF THINKING 
ABOUT THIS, 
THOUGH. 




wmBm 


SubM 
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SEE THIS, 
SUZUKO 
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IT GETS 
A THUMBS 
. DOWN. 










/ yOUR STORIES ^ 
' IN GENERAL TEND 
TO BE VERY 
SELF-SERVING, 
WITHOUT EVER 
, TAKING yOUR 
\ READERS INTO . 
V ACCOUNT... / 


I THINK 
I'VE TOLD 
you THIS 
BEFORE... 


' I CAN'T HELP 1 
FEELING THAT THE 1 
SUBJECT MATTER yOU 
CHOOSE, AND THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
STORy ITELF, HAVE 
MORE TO DO 
WITH PERSUADING 

k YOURSELF OF 
SOMETHING THAN j 
yOUR READERS... / 


THIS WORK, 
LIKE MOST 
OF yOUR 
PREVIOUS 
SUBMISSIONS, 
SUFFERS 
FROM THIS 
UNFORTUNATE 
V TENDENCy. 


THE FACT IS \. 
THAT MOST OF \ 
THE WORKS I 
SUBMITTED FOR I 
THE EKKE-MAN A 
SHARE / 
THAT SAME / 
TENDENCY < 


THEy'RE \ 
ALL ABOUT 
SELF¬ 
GRATIFICATION 
AND NOTHING 
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Chapter M: 

Letter 
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I never had 
anything 
to begin 
with. 


Or, actually, 
there never 
was in the 
first place. 
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But I 

was wrong 
about that. 




















I’m sure 
Suzuko 
is proud 
of you. 



Shizuo 

















51 















VACANCY 


I ka^i^ura Real Estate 
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That’s why, 
this time, 
I’m going 
away by 
myself. 


o 

% 
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Oo-high: an Oolong Highball, made with shochu & oolong tea. 
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I wean it. 
Thank you. 















Chapter 3.5: 

The Middle-Aged 
and the Young 
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WERE you ' 
BORN JUST TO 
APOLOGIZE 
ALL THE 
TIME, HUH? 
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rehear sins 

over and 
ever, like a 
nantra... 
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Final Chaptar: 

Suzuko-Part 1 




That’s my mother’s name... 


Akari... 
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Of course 
it bothered 
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APOLOGIZE,! 
BITCH/ ’ 









I was so 
scared I 
thought 
I’d die... 


ha 

ha 

v»al 







So that 
my father 
and 

grandfather 
wouldn’t 
notice ... 
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RIDE? 
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... enough for a whole lifetime. 







Tina) Chapter: 

Suzuko—Part 2 







176 





























Going abroad 
costs a lot 
of money, 
though... 

















I thought 
he must 
be really 
disappointed 


in me... 
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...and decided 
to look 
for some 
other kind 
of work. 














seemed to 
want me to 


AS 

your 

DAD 
















umi / THANK \ 

was the you. \ 

most he I/LLUSE l 
mosine it WHEN I | 

could come REALLy / 


f 

■I 


' THERE'S \ ^ght 

iS°.. V eforemy 

i know IT'S departure, 

N buti L '« T ' Wither 
sure you gave me 

can use / 

v it... /some money 

I I \ too. 


And then he 
suddenly 
came out 
with “I 
care about 
you very, 
very much” 
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And my father... 


make it as a manga artist. 






















The End 
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